
 
San Francisco – six single-seat districts, 870,000 people, about 145,000 
residents per district 
 

 
 
 
City councils in other cities:  size, districts vs at-large, residents per district 
 
Elected by district 
New York City – 8.4 million population, 51 city council districts, four year terms,165,000 residents per district 
 
Los Angeles – 4 million population, 15 city council districts, four-year terms, 267,000 residents per district 



 
Chicago – 2.7 million   50 city council districts (called aldermen), four-year terms, 54,000 residents per district 
 
Phoenix – 1.6 million, city council of nine members, including the mayor elected at large, the other eight 
members elected by districts.  200,000 residents per district 
 
San Antonio – 1.5 million  11 city council districts, including the mayor elected at large, the other ten members 
are elected by districts. 150,000 residents per district 
 
San Diego – 1.4 million, 9 city council districts,156,000 residents per district 
 
Dallas – 1.33 million, 14 city council districts, 95,000 residents per district 
 
San Jose – 1 million, 11 city council members including the mayor who is elected at-large, the other 10 
members are elected by 10 districts.  100,000 residents per district 
 
Austin – 951,000  city council with 10 districts.   95,000 per district 
 
Fort Worth -- 874,401  9 city council members, including the mayor elected at large, with the other eight 
elected by districts  109,250 residents per district 
 
City councils elected by a combo of districts and at-large: 
Houston – 2.3 million   city council has 16 members. Five members are elected at large, while the other 11 are 
elected by districts.  209,000 residents per district 
 
Philadelphia – 1.6 million  city council has 17 members. Ten are elected by the city's ten districts and seven 
are elected at large. 160,000 residents per district 
 
Charlotte, NC – 860,000   city council of 12 members, including the mayor. The mayor and four members are 
elected at large, the other seven members by districts.   123,000 residents per district   
 
Atlanta -- 490,000   city council is made up of sixteen members. Twelve members are elected by districts, while 
three members and a council president are elected at large.   40,900 residents per district 
 
Elected at-large 
Columbus, OH -- 878,553   Council consists of seven members. Elections are held citywide. 


